
EPM 2.3.3.2.7.11.15 – Burial Space Exclusion (BSE)

START
Burial Space Exclusion (BSE) 

Is there burial space or a 
burial item purchased?

Nothing excluded under the BSE.NO

Is it a Life Insurance or a Life 
Insurance Funded Burial? 

Evaluate as Life Insurance or Life Insurance Funded 
Burial Arrangement (See Flow Charts #2 or #3)

Was it purchased with 
Life Insurance, a Life 

Insurance Funded 
Burial, or a Contract?

Is the contract irrevocable?

Is there any agreement (contract) which 
represents the purchase of a burial space?

Nothing excluded under the BSE.

Not excluded under the BSE. Determine 
what, if anything, offsets the BFE up to 

$1,500

Are the burial space or burial items Held For the person or a 
member of their immediate family member? (EN-1)

Does the person have title to and/or possess a burial space intended 
for the person’s use? 

OR

Has a contract with a funeral service company for the specified 
burial spaces for the person’s burial?

Is excluded under the BSE (EN-2)
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Eligibility Notes (EN):

1. If  there is an Installment Contract or similar device,
until the purchase price is paid in full, it is not “held for”
if:
-the person does not own the space,
-the person does not have the right to use the space,
and
-the seller is not currently obligated to provide the 
space.
Until all payments are made on the contract, the 
amount paid may be excluded under the $1,500 BFE.

2. The BSE is in addition to, and has no effect on the 
BFE.

Hints:
• For items that serve the same purpose, only one

item is excluded per person.
• The burial space items are excluded assets if:

a. the contract is irrevocable,
b. the burial space items are held for the

person, and
c. the contract itemizes the burial spaces and

their value.
• If the contract is revocable, the burial space

exclusion does not apply. However, the value of the 
contract, up to $1,500, may be excluded under the
burial fund exclusion. (See Flow Chart #6).
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